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It is very well known that there are not above three or four eminent operators for these portable or pocket-eyes, and that they engross that whole business. Now, as these persons are neither of them people of quality, who are always above such infamous and dirty motives; it is not unreasonable to suppose that they may be liable to a pecuniary influence; nor consequently is it improbable that an administration should think it worth its wliile, even at a large expense, to secure those few that are to see for the bulk of the whole nation. This surely deserves our attention.
It is most certain that great numbers of people already see objects in a very different light from what they were ever seen in before by the naked and unde-luded eye; which can only be ascribed to the misrepresentations of some of these artificial media, of which I shall enumerate the different kinds that have come to my knowledge.
The looking-glass, which for many ages was the minister and counsellor of the fair sex, has now greatly extended its jurisdiction; everybody knows that that glass is backed with quicksilver to hinder it from being diaphanous; so that it stops the beholder, and presents him again to himself. Here his views centre all in himself, and dear self alone is the object of his contemplations. This kind of glass, I am assured, is now the most common of any, especially among people of distinction, insomuch that nine in ten of the glasses that we daily see levelled at the public are in reality not diaphanous, but agreeably return the looker to himself, while his attention seems to be employed upon others.